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As we move into Term 4, I would like to wish our Year 12 students all the best in their upcoming HSC exams. 
It has been a very challenging two years for our young men, and I hope that they will be rewarded for their 
perseverance and commitment.  
 
The Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the highest educational award in secondary education in New South 
Wales. It is awarded to students who have satisfactorily completed Years 11 and 12 at secondary school. 
It is a major academic accomplishment for students to achieve this award.  
 
The first HSC exam commences on Wednesday 12th of October and the last exam is scheduled for the 4th 
of November. HSC results are expected to be released on the 15th of December 2022.  
Further information can be obtained from https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au  
 
Year 12 Graduation  
To celebrate individual academic success and acknowledge the Year 12 2022 cohort we had the privilege 
of holding our Year 12 Graduation on Thursday the 22nd of September. This year’s event was held at the St 
George Motorboat Club at Sans Souci.  
 
We had an incredible turn out of parents/carers, family and staff to collectively share the achievements of 
these fine young men. 
 
Congratulations to our outgoing captains and prefects and well done to our 2023 School Captains and 
Senior Prefect who were the master of ceremonies on the evening.  
 
It was an honour to acknowledge and reward the hard work of the students who achieved first place in 
their respective subjects by presenting their awards to them in front of their family, friends, and teachers.  
Congratulations to those students who were awarded for the leadership, community and allrounder 
awards such as the ADF award, the Caltex Award and the Reuben F Scarf award.  
Thank you to the P&C who donated funds for the purchase of prizes that were issued to the recipients. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge all the hard work and commitment of our teachers and non-teaching staff 

in supporting the students and their families particularly during the previous two years. 

 

Additionally, I would also like to thank all our parents and carers of our Year 12 cohort. It has been a 

privilege knowing you and working with you during the time your son/s have been at James Cook Boys 

Technology High School, and I wish you and your son/s all the best in the future. 

	

This edition of the Cooks Watch reflects back on the last semester and recounts all the 

amazing projects that the staff and students have been involved in. This edition we 

take a historical approach of having a significant amount of the articles written by our 

students who have been involved in the events during the last semester. The following 

articles range from our Year 12 Graduation Ceremony, our ever popular Stage 3 

Robotics Program, to our excursions and co -curricular activities that enhance the 

learning of all our students.  

Principal Report 

Semester 2 2018 has been a very active and extremely successful time for JCBTHS’ 
students, staff and community. We have endeavoured to provide the best educational 
opportunities for students and to provide them with out of school experiences to 
develop our young men to be contributing citizens to our broader community. During 
this semester JCBTHS had initiated and participated in many events across our Bayside 
Learning Community and also through our newly formed Kogarah Secondary Cluster 
of Schools that consist of Moorefield Girls High School, Kogarah High School, St George 
Girls High School, Blakehurst High School, Sydney Technical High School and JCBTHS. 
Principals from the respective high schools have worked collaboratively to develop 
opportunities for teachers to work together and share ideas and resources in 
preparation for the implementation of new syllabus requirements and to strengthen 
teacher professional learning through a faculty networks.  

Students from the Kogarah Secondary Cluster have also had numerous opportunities 
to expand their leadership skills through strategically developed workshops to allow 
students to work collaboratively and share ideas on matters that are important to 
them, their school and the broader community. Students had the opportunity to 
attend a leadership workshop that was held at JCBTHS, The Global Cardboard 
Challenge at Kogarah High School, St George Girls Green Day, White Ribbon Day 
planning at JCBTHS, reciprocal SRC and prefect inductions and social events. 
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HSC Holiday Workshops 
Although formal classes for Year 12 ceased at the end of Term 3 our dedicated and committed teachers 
provided opportunities for Year 12 students to attend subject specific workshops during the holidays. 
These workshops were a valuable opportunity for students to participate in structured and targeted 
learning based on student performance in the Trial HSC Exams.  
 
Thank you to our teachers who thoughtfully gave up their holiday break to support the students to 
prepare for the HSC exams.  
 
P&C BBQ  
Mrs Omeros the P&C President and the committee have been actively involved in raising money and 
applying for grants to assist the school during the year. Their last fund-raising initiative was the P&C Bunnings 
BBQ at Rockdale where they raised over $1,700 net profit. The financial contribution will be put toward the 
school’s quadrangle beautification project and the STEM garden.  
The work that the P&C do is greatly appreciated by the school. We are very fortunate to have such an active 
and helpful P&C Committee.  
The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday the 18th of October starting at 6pm if any parents/carers 
would like to attend. 
 
RU OK Day 
To create a greater focus and to raise awareness around mental health and suicide prevention on Friday the 
9th of September JCBTHS held our RU OK Day. We were honoured to have the Member for Rockdale Mr 
Steve Kamper along with the Member for Kogarah Mr Chris Minns, the Mayor of Bayside Dr Christina Curry 
and Ryan Taite from Top Blokes to speak to the students about the importance of mental health and how to 
support each other. External providers such as HeadSpace, 2 Connect and Arncliffe Youth Centre set up 
information stalls in the library to speak with students and advise them of the support they can provide to 
young people.  
 
Tag Gala Day 
This was the first time since the beginning of COVID-19 that we were able to facilitate our JCBTHS primary 
schools Tag Gala Day competition. This year we had over 300 primary school students from our local primary 
schools participate in an intense competition that catered for different year groups and mixed gender teams.  
 
As part of JCBTHS’ hospitality, we provided a coffee cart for staff and parents and a BBQ for students. A 
special thanks to Phil Diad from Mazda Rockdale who kindly donated a signed St George Illawarra Dragon’s 
jersey along with a substantial donation that went towards catering for the BBQ and the coffee cart.  
 
Well done to all the students who attended and who proudly represented their schools. A special thanks to 
Carlton South, Carlton Public, Brighton Le Sands, Ramsgate, Rockdale, and Arncliffe Public for supporting the 
event and having your teachers attend.  
 
Year 10 subject selection interviews 
Last term all our Year 10 students along with their Parents/Carers attended an individual subject selection 
interview to determine their future pathways and select subjects for Year 11 2023. The comprehensive 
process that involved the Year 10 Advisor, the Careers Advisor and a member of the school’s executive staff 
has proven to be a highly successful process in supporting students to transition from Year 10 to Year 11. 
 
Further information will be provided to students this term regarding their pattern of studies for next year.   

	
 
 
 
 
 

 
		
SRC Induction and School Captain induction  
Congratulations to our newly elected school leadership team for 2023. I am pleased to announce that our 

School Captains for 2023 are Tony Winspear and Mahbirul Haq. Daniel Gulic was elected Senior Prefect and 

David Nicoletti and Mohammad Yassine were elected School Prefects. I am very confident that our newly 

elected senior leaders will do a fantastic job in representing and leading the school during their tenure over 

the next twelve months.  
 
To acknowledge their successful election, we will be having our badging ceremony for the senior school 

leaders and the SRC on Friday the 21st of October. Further information will be provided to the families of 

the captains and the SRC.  
 
12th December (Week 10) Activities Week  
This year we will be able to recommence our end of year activities. Although we are still confirming our 
full schedule, we are looking at including a variation of swim school for the junior students, activities such 
as the movies, sports days, rock climbing, an adventure day, work experience week for Year 10 and Year 
11/12 assessment week.  
 
Activities Week provides an opportunity for students to experience learning activities outside of the 
classroom and develop positive relationships with their peers and teachers. It also allows our senior 
students (Year 11 starting Year 12) to have an immersive week of learning to complete their first 
assessment task for Year 12.  
 
Further information will be provided to students, parents/carers in the following weeks.  
 
Presentation Day  
To acknowledge our student’s achievements throughout the year we will be having our annual 
Presentation Day Ceremony on Friday the 16th of December in the school hall. Parents/Carers of students 
receiving an award will be invited to attend and parents/carers who would like to attend are most 
welcome.  
 
Final academic reports will also be issued to any parents who are present on the day after the ceremony 
and for those parents/carers not in attendance they will have their son/s reports emailed home with a 
hardcopy also being posted. Unfortunately, we will not be holding parent teacher interviews for the end of 
year reports. If you would like an update on your son’s academic progress, please contact the school and 
ask to speak with your son’s Year Advisor and a progress report and meeting can be arranged.  
 
Important dates for 2022 
All students return for the start of Term 4 on Monday the 10th of October   
Last day for students for 2022 is Friday the 16th of December  
Last day for teaching and non-teaching staff is Tuesday 20th of December  
HSC results are expected to be released on Thursday the 15th of December  
Term 1 2023 dates 
Friday 27th and 28th of January staff only days 
Tuesday 31st of January Year 7, 11 and 12 return to school 
Wednesday 1st of February all year groups return. 
 

For the latest updates, information, news, and pictures of school activities please follow us on Facebook 
(James Cook Boys Technology High School) or access our webpage at https://jamescookb-
h.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 
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